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ATES

Mr. Chesson Mr. McCallum

Mr, Collier Mr, Millington

Ar. Coverley Mr. Munsie

Mr. Cowan Mr. Rowa

Mr, Cunningbam Mr, Sieeman

Mr. Kenneally Mr. A, Wansbrough

Mr, Keopedy Mr, Willcock

Mr. Lamond Mr. Wilsen

Mr., Lutey Mr. Withera

AMr. Marshall Mr. Lambert

(Teller.)

Noes.

Mr. Angelo Sir James Mlitchell

Mr. Barpard Mr. Bampson

Mr. Brown Mr, Taylor

Mr. Davy Mr. Teesdale

Mr. Doney Mr. Thomson

Mr. Griflitha Mr. North

Mr, Latham (Teller.)
Pairs,

ATES, Nora.

Mr., Johneon Mr, J. H. Bmtih

Mr. Corboy Mr. Maley

Misa Molman Mr., J. M, Bmith

Clause thus passed.
Clanse 1S—agreed to.
Clause 10—TInspectors:

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: What
will be the penalty if a receipt be missing
when an inspector ealls?

The Minister for Health: If theve is a
reasonable explangtion there will be no pen-
alty. Tf not, there will be a penalty as pro-
vided by the measure.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: A pen-
alty of £20,

The Minister for Heulth:
maximum,

Mr. Davy: No, the maximum is £100,

Hon, Bir JAMES MITCHELL: A
worker who loses his ticket may be denied
hospital arcommodation and may be pun-
ished for not having his receipt.

The Minister for Health: I have no doubt
that anyone cntitled to hospital aecomg-
dation will get it, even if he has lost his
ticket.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: No, it
will be a case of no ticket no hospital.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon., member is
oul of order in dizcussing that, The ques-
tion hefore the Chair deals with inspeetors.

Hon Sir JAMES MITCHELL: T sup-
poce inspectors wilk eall at every house from
time to {ime. FEvervone will have to bhe
careful not to employ more men than he

That is the
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catt help unless he has a strong-room in
which to store his docwmments. How many
inspectors will he appointed ? A whole
army of inspectors will be required.

The Minister for Health: Possibly three
inspectors will he rvequired.

ITon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I sup-
puse the inspectors will be paid out of the
collections, or perhaps the fines will be suf-
ficient to pay them.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 20 to 23—-ngreed to.

Progress reported.

House adjourned ot 1046 p.’ﬂ;.

———eam o oo

Bcgislative  Qouncll,
Thursday, 29th November, 1928.

Question ;: Agricul’ura]l Bank advances, Esperance ...

Bills © Group Settlement Act Amendmwent, 3R. e 2009
Electoral Districts Act Amendment 2r. ... .. 2009
Llcensing Act Amendment, IR, ... 2100
Stamp Act Amendment, 1R. 2100

City of Perth Superannuation Fund. Com. e 2100

Quarry Railway Extension, 28., Com. report ...

Water Boards Act Amemiment, Assembly's
message e 2

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.36
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—AGRICULTURAL BANK
ADVANCES.

Esperance JMallee District.

Uon. J. CORNELL asked the Chief Sce-
retary: Is (he report, published in the
“West Australian” of 27th November, 10
the effect that the Agrieultural Bank trus-
tees have decided Lo grant no further loans
in the Fsperance Mallee district correet!
il so, will the Minister inform the House
how the Govermment propoze to meet the
alteresd civenmstances and thus prevent a
break of continuily in farminz operations
in that distriet?
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The CHIEEF SECRETARY replied: No.
The trustecs have recommended that no
further mallee land, south of SBalmon Gums
shounld be made available for selection until
the present sctilement has been established.
The usual bank policy will apply as far
as existing settlers are concerned.

BILL—GROUP SETTLEMENT ACT
AMENDMENT.

Read o third time and returned to the
Assembly with amendments,

BILL—ELECTORAL DISTRICTS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Heading.

Debate resumed frowm the previous day.

HON. J. RBR. BROWN (Novth-East)
[+35]: T quite realise the difliculties that
confront any Government in bringing down
a Bill to alter the boundaries ot the elee-
torates or the provinces. In the fivst place
they have to see to it that no clector is
unduly harassed by the decisions arrived
at. It would be yuite easy to cut up some
Lhoundaries in such a way as to make it
diffieult for the electors to reach their re-
spective polling places.  Again, the Gov-
ernment have to consider what criticism
they are likely to get from the party op-
pased to them in the House, and to en-
deavour so to frame the Bill that it will
meet with the favour of those in Opposi-
tion.  Thex have also to sce that their own
supparters are not unduly harassed, and to
du what they can Lo keep their own ranks
intact. The Government in bringing for-
ward this measure have not studied their
own side, One member said that in ent-
ting out certain seats they were doine it
for their own benefit, Therve ave five seats
that probably will be eut out under the
Bill, five seats on the goldfields, and we
have three Cabinet Minizters in those eon-
stituencies. One member declared that Kal-
zoorlie was over-represented, seeing that
there were 8.000 electors on the roll and
four memhers to represent those clectors.
Tt was painted ont that some time ago thev
hacl 16.000 elertors nnd that there had heen
no redoetion in the vumher of seats. But
that member does not know, indeed none of
v~ knows what the conmmissioners may do.
They may alter thesze houndaries, and one
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of the Minister’s seals may go. It is quite
on the camls that Hannans will be ent out.
We have to wait to see what will happen.
Mr. Harris pointed ont that the Bill intro-
duced hy the Mitehell Government in 1922-
23 would have eut out four seats on the
wulidfietds,  Tf the same proportion of clee-
tors ubtained to-day as obtained then, the
Mitchei!  Bill would eut out six  gold-
lields seats, instead of five as proposed in
ihe present Bill. This Bill was introduced
in another plave, where it found favour with
the Opposilion, whoe had very little to =ay
about it, Tt did not there meet with any-
thing  like the crificism it has met
with in this Chamber. My, Hamersley
eried out beeause there was not more repre-
sentation proposed for the agriendtnral areas.
But the agricultural areas have not grown
in the lenst since the last redistribution of
seats.

Hon. E. H. Harris: They have grown to
the extent of an additional 20,000 electors.

Hon. J. . BROWN: I am spenking of
the area; the area has not grown at all. The
empty spaces may have been filled up, which
inakes it easier for the electors to get to the
poll, for they have not the same big hlank
arens to go over. IL makes it much better
for them.

Hon. ¥. H. Harris: You might as well
argne that the area of Western Australia has
not been cxtended.

Hon. J. R. BROWN: Mr, Hamersley also
deelared that the man in the agriculiural
area sheuld have ereater voting power than
the man in the city. He does not believe in
the prineiple of one vote one value. But
we do. We helieve that a man’s a man for
all that, and that wherever he is he should
have the same voling strength as another.
Take the man in the back country : his father
or his grandfather pioneered the district and
made a comfortable home, and now the son
or the grandson is reaping the henefit, and
has a fine kolding. But we never have oeca-
¢ion to suspert that he is an anonymous
donor, nor do we see his name heading a
charitable list. Tnstead of that, he has closed
his bowels of compassion against his fellow-
man. On the other hand, the man in the
city may have earned and handled more
money than the man in the agricultural area
has ever seen, Being a0 hit of a philan-
thropist, thiz ity man spends his money.
Because sometimes he may spend it in riotous
living, Mr. Hamersley wonld have us believe
he is a waster, a rotter and of no nse to the
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State because he is not a producer. But he
is a revenue builder, and that is what counts,
So long as the Treasury coffers are well
filled, nobody cares where the money comes
from. This man has the money, He may
spend it foolishly, but for all that he is build-
ing up the State’s revenue. This one vote
different values is a principle we caunot
stand for. I am sorprised at My, Hamersley
putting up such a thing. It is not a good
proposal to put up that one man shall have
a whole vote and another only half a vote.
The next point for consideration is the per-
sonnel of the commission. The first member
is fo be a judge of the Supreme Court. T
object to the appoiutment of a judge to the
position, because when he is taken from the
judicial beneh he is just as silly as any other
man. He knows nothing about anything.
He is lost. What is the good of putting on
the commission a judge who has other things
to think about, condemning somebody to
death or giving Mrs. So-and-So a divorce?
What is the use of putting snch a man on
this eommission to determine the boundaries
of the electorates? 1 was sorry to read in
this morning’s paper the anncuneement of
the retirement of Mr. Cooke, the Chief Elee-
toral Officer. T think Mr, Cooke would be
one of the best men we could get for that
position. The Government are going to re-
tive him, but I hope that if he is to retire it
will he found possible to appoint him under
the Bill; for having heen relieved of his
official duties he would be able to give the
whole of his time to his work as a commis-
sioner. I do not know whether the Govern-
ment or Mr, Shapcott is retiring Mr. Cooke,
but at all events he is listed for early retire-
ment. I hope the Government will see fit
to eontinue Mr. Cooke in office for another
six months as the only way of getting over
this business. The next man would, I be-
lieve, he the Surveyor General. 1 do not
know what qualifications Mr. ('amm has for
the position. He may be used to the back
country; if so, he would be all right. The
third man on the Commission shounld be a
good bushman, It would be a fallacy to
put a judge upon it. He knows nothing
about the matter. I would keep judges well
out of the business, for they would only
make a mess of it.

Hon. J. Nicholson: You have not a high
opinion of judges.

Hon. J. R. BROWNXN: They are all right
in their own sphere, just as the hon, mew-
ber is as a lawyer.

[COUNCIL.:

Hon. J. Nicholson: You mean as a man
of the world.

Hon. J. B. BROWX: The hon. member
himself is praetising shop in this Chamber
all the time. I do not like it. I hope the
Bill will pass; if no! the blame must lie at
the door of the Council,

On motion by Hon. €, B, Williams, debate
adjourned.

BILLS (2)—FIRST READING.

1, Licensing Aet Amendment.
2, Stamp Aect Amendment,
Received from the Assembly.

BILL—CITY OF PERTH SUPER-
ANNUATION FUND,

In Coemmittee.

Hon. J. Cornell in the Chair; Hon. J. T.
Franklin in eharge of the Bill,

Clause 1—agreed to.

Clause 2—Extension of power to make
by-laws:

Hon. A, LOVEKIN: T congratulate Mr.
Franklin upon his return by such an over-
whelming majority to *he mayoral seat of
the ¢ity of Perth. Thanks are due to Mr.
Harris, Mr. Fraser and others for suggest-
ing that an inquiry should be held into this
Bill. The resnlt of the deliberations of the
select eommittee will show that this course
was a wise one. As it stands the Bill is
based wupon the Federal superannuation
scheme. My, Tavlor, the City Treasurer,
and Mr. Bennett, the Government Actuary,
both said so. All Federal emplovees must
participate in that scheme. Provision is
made for them to take up units of pension,
each of which is £26 a year. The minimum
that can be taken up by aun employee is two
units, which carrvies » pen-ion of £32 a vear
Payments are made in accordance with the
salary received, and contributions arve made
towards these units according to the age of
the employee at the time he begins payvment.
A person receiving £130 a year nmst take
up 234 units of pension, A person receiv-
ing £156 up ta £208 must iake up tlree
units. From £208 to €260 he mu-t take up
four wunits, until he reaches £830 when he
must take up 16 nnits.  If an cmployee is
40 yvears of ame at the time of his coming
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i he will pay 7s. 1d. per fortnight for each
unit. [ he is getting the basie wage, £221,
he wmuxt =unbseribe for four units, and pay
7s. 1d. plus three times Cs. ud. a Lortnight.
No employes of the City Council on the
basic wage could pay so much into a super-
annllation fund. In the Federal service the
employees receive automatic increases which
cover the additional contributions they are
compelled 10 make, In the municipal ser-
vice theye are no automatie inereases, and
it would be impo-sihle for an emplovee on
tie hasic wage to make these payments.
The Federal scheme provides also for u
pension of half the amount to the wike atter
t1e cmployee's death, and n pension to each
child of £13 a year up to the age of 16.
The eomtributions for the three insurances
are necessarily heavy, and could only be paid
by o few of the City Council employees a=
ean be seen by the return of the ages, occu-
pations and emoluments of those oflicers.
The select committee discovered that there
were other superannuation =chemes which
might be exploited by the municipality.
There are those of Melbourne and Adelaide
and there are some in Fagland.  These
micht hetter be brought into line with Perth
than the Federal scheme, which is a com-
pulsory one. The select committes thought
it wise to allow the framers of the scheme
a free hand in framing their own regula-
tions. They were unanimous on the point
that these superannuation schemes were
huth zood and advantageous. If we could pro-
mote such a scheme for the employees of
the City Couneil, it would be a good thing
to dv so, but when doing that we should so
frame the conditions that they may be par-
tieipated in by a larze majority of the em-
ployees. 1t is proposed to amend the Bill
by eliminating from it the special conditions
which apply to the Federal scheme, and to
give an absolutely free hand to frame regn-
lations and bring them before the councii
and the House afterwards. From the evi-
dence taken by the select committee, it ap-
pears that inclusive of the day to day work-
ers, there are ~ome 800 ewmployees, but of
tho=e onl 170 are what arve ealled «alarie:}
staff. I never could see where the wages
man ended and the salaried man hezan, hut
it seems to me that the dustman is of equal
service to the ratepayers as the elerk who
keeps the ledzers. Therefore, the dustman
should participate in the scheme equallyv
with the clerk on the ledgers. TFor that
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reason the seleet committee thought the pro-
moters should have the fullest latitude so
tnat they shonld be able, if it was so de-
sired, to bring in as many of the employees
as possible, exclusive of the casual em-
ployees. Witnesses were asked by the seleet
cormmittee how the employees on wages

Arom £200 to £300 a year were to make tue

required contributions to the pensions fund.
it was adwnitted that many could not afiord
to make those payments, and it was sug-
cested in one set of cirenmstances that the
moral right which the employees cini2nded
for, namely, one month's pay for every year
af service, should be appropriated lor the
payment of the contributions, and in that
way relieve the empluyee from having -to

“muke the payment. In connection w1th an-

other elass of cmployee it was sugeested
that no matter what their ages were they
should he taken into the pensions scleme as
at the age of 30. 1t oceurred to the select
commitice that it those eonditions prevailed
someone would have to pay, and the gunneil
would have to pay the pensions out of the
maney collected From the ratepayers. We
were inlormed that if that «heme wire
carvied out straight away it would inve ve
an expenditnre of £37,000.

Hon. I. H. Harris: That is in respect of
the 170 employees.

Hoh, A, LOVEKIN: Yes, The select com-
mittee considered that that was a substan-
tial sum to call upon the evuncil to find,
and it would bave to be made good by the
ratepayers.  Whilst the select committee
desired to bring about the superannuation
scheme, and whilst they were anxious to
aive the fullest Facilities to frame a suitable
secheme and to provide that the evuneil might
allorate part of its revenue to that seheme.
the committee also thought that all the em-
plovees should have a voice in it and not
only the 170. Therefore it is intended that
the scheme shall be approved by a majority
of all the employees. It is provided also
that the scheme must be carried by a two-
thirds majority of the council, because the
ratepayers are involved, and it is pronosed
also that if the regulations are objected to
by the ratepayers there shall be the same
procedure as applies to loans, when a poll
ean he demanded, and finally the regnlations
in the nsnal eonrse must be laid on the Table
of this House and on the Table of another
place. The seleet eammittee put in a stipn-
lation that no regulation shall have any
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force or effect until it has been un the Table
of the House 14 days. One of the provisions
of the Bill as it was brought before the
House was that an gmployee might hand
over his insurance policy and then become
antitled to a pension. If the rezulations
have been disallowed and his poliey has
been handed over and the contract met, that
contract for the pension will kold gzood not-
withstanding that the regulations have been
disallowed. ] move—

That Clause 2 be struck out with the view
of ingerting other words.

Hon. J. T. FRANKLIN: First of all I
wish to thank the hon, member for his con-
complimentary references to the Mayoral
election of yesterday. T wish to inform the
Committee that at the present time consid-
eration is being given by the City Couneil
to the recommendations of the seleet eom-
mittee, and next week T shall be prepared
to go on with the Bill, T ask, therefore,
that progress be reported.

Progress reported.

BILL—QUARRY RAILWAY
EXTENSION.

Necond Keading.

Debate resumed from the 22nd Novem-
ber.

HON. A. J. H SAW (Metropolitan-Sub-
wrban) [517]: I moved the adjournment
of the debate in order to have an oppor-
tunity to ascertain whether the interests of
people having land in the immediate vicinity
of the railway were being conserved. On
going through the Bill T find they are con-
served. The (Fovernment have inserted n
clause authorising aceess to be given to the
sidings on the railway on terms to be mut-
nally agreed upon or determined by arbi-
tration. I was moved to look into this mat-
ter because the University has a considerable
amount of endowment land in the vieinity
of the proposed line. T understand that a
considerable time ago the University aum-
thorities were anxious to obtain a siding
s0 that anyhody who leased endowment land
might have facilities in the shape of necess.
to a siding for carrving on their business.
At that time, apparently, the Works De-
partment or the Railway Department—I do
not know which was to blame—was not par-
tienlarly sympathethic towards the elaims of

{COUNCIL.]

the University authorities, who were unable
to obtain what they wished. However, other
times, other inethods. Those at present
controiling the departinents have conceded
our wishes and the Bill makes provision Eor
the owners of land in the vicinity. In the
cirenmnstances, I support the second reading.

HON, G. FTRASER (West) [5.19]: Any-
one acquainted with the locality will raise
no objection to the extension of this rail-
way. It is really what one might term a
dead-end railway. It will run to portion of
the river behind Cottesloc Beaeh, commonly
known as Billy Goat Farm.

Hon. J. Cornell: A classieal name.

Hon. G. FRASER: Yes. It is right away
in the backblocks of Cottesloe Beach or
North Fremantle. I believe it is actually in
the North Fremantle municipality, but it lies
close to the border of Cottesloe Beach. The
only objection I have is, not to the exten-
sion of the line, but to the building of a
factory on the river foreshore. T am sorry
indeed that any more faetories are fo he
erected there, bnt we have no control in the
matter. The land has been purchased by a
company whose intention it is to build a
factory, and we cannat prevent it. Seeing
the company have gone that far, we must
give them railway facilities. No doubt it
will be of benefit to the State to have such
a faetory here, and mv only reeret is that
it is being built on that site, Having frst-
hand knowledee of the locality, T raise no
ohjection to the extension of the line.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a seeond timr.

In Committee.

Bill passed through Commmnittee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

BILL—-WATER BOARDS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Assombly’s Message.

Message from the Mssemhly notifving that
it had agreed to amendment No. 3, made by
the Counecil, but had disagreed to amend-
ments Nos. 1 and 2, now ennsidered.

In Commiitee.

Hon. 1. Cornell in the Chair: the Chief
Secretary in charge of the Bill.
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Noo 1. Ciauee 2. Dlete the first three
lines und jusert in len thereot the foliow-
=l every case where  the  Pubtic
Warks Department fws expended or may
Beviation expend woney i providing o
witier ~upply ol <sufelent capacity to sup-
ply the teasonable yoguivements of the rate-
payers within the area to be rated in agri-
cultnral areas.™

The CHIEF SECRETARY: [ move—
That the amendment Le not insisted o,

It is doubtful i the Water Supply Depait
ment woull underiake to provide water un-
der restriclions of this kind, What are the
reasonalle  requirements  of  ratepayers !
Who is to determine them, and who i3 {o
devidfe whether  a scheme = of sullicient
caparity ! H any objection were ralsed t»
the imposition of a rate, thoze poinls wou -l
probably he taken to court.

Hon, V. HAMERSLEY : | cannot fuliow
the argnment of the Chief Seeretary, The
requirements of the people in country di--
tricts are very much greater than those of
people in a municipality. Country people
require large gnantilies of water for stuck
and, it au individual is to be taxed, he
should know that proper provision will be
made, Unless there is some puarantee that
the supply will be large enough to mcet
seftlers’ requirements, it would be unfair
to subject themn to the rating. The other
day a man told me he was in the habit of
geltine up at 430 aan. fo go to ene of the
standpipes.  Unless lie went early, there
was little chanee of getting a =upply.

Hon. E. H. Harris: I understand some
of the residents of Perth rise at three or
four in the morning to et a bath.

Hon, V. HAMERSLEY: People who
have to pay heavy rates should have some
say in the matter,

The Chief Seeretary: Where is that man !

Hon. V. LAMERSLEY: In a district
well inJand,  The man went out at ¢ o'cloek
one morning and had to wait for two hours
before he could zet a supply. I he is {o
be rated on an acreage hasis, he <hould
first be as-sured of a sullicient  supply
The c¢harwe to he put npon men with 3,00
or 4,800 acres will be fairly severe. We
koow the eost some of these seliemes work
out at. Pipes are laid down starting with a
dinmeter of 3 inehn<, eoii s down to 2 inches
andd 1 ineh, and then inereasine asain to 2
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ueie s,
ment.,

Tiwe Honorary Mini-ter: Can you give an
in~tuthee !

Hon, V. HLAMERSLEY: [ eannot give
a definiie fustanee v iCout looking the mat-
fer up.

The Homorary Ministor: [ <boodd b ol
it the hon. member wonld sive one iu=tages.

Hon. V. ITAMERSLEY : There ave tuany.
While plenty of water ~hould be available
only o triekle comes along because of the
varviations in dimmeter of the piping. There
onght to be assuranee of an adequale sapply
Letore a charge is imposed.

Hon. (. ¥. BAXTER: The amendment
is reasonable.  Sowetimes it happens that
the supply of water i= nat nearly suflicient
for all the settlers, thourh alt of them ave
rafed, Thus sore settlers are rated for
water that is not there. The amendment
merely asks that the Government should sup-
ply a reasonahle quantity of water.

Mon. G. Fraser: “Reasonzble” admits of
many interpretations,

Hon, C. F. BAXTER: Under the Bill as
it stands, people are to pay rates without
any chance of obtaining supplies of water,

The HONORARY MINISTER: T am
surprised. at some ot the arguments put
forward. 1If it were a case of a well be-
my sunk, or even the constroction of an
ardinary tank, the interest and sinking fund
invelved would be <o =mall that, spread over
anything like a large area, the rating would
be infinitesimal.

Hon. W. T. Glasheen: T raised the point
myself. and the Chicf Seeretary said it did
not apply.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The Bill
refers to the establishment of water sup-
plies that will be of Far more value than
the ordinary well or tank. Mr. Hamersley
smegrests that the Uovernment will attempt
to 1un water fromn n small tank to settlers
miles away. The hon. member's suugestion
is ridiculons,

Hon. V. Mamer-iey:  You do not know
what vou are talking about.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I asked
the hon member Lo give vne instance of pipes
of different diameters, and he said he would
Lave to look up particnlar<. T could under-
~tund what the hon. member has de-eribed
with rezard to pips being done by a cocky
wha does not know #ny better, hat not by an
enainger,

That has been done by the Govern-
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Hon. W. T. Glasheen: No eoeky would be
so silly as that.

Hon. V. Hamersley: The Honorary
Minister should go 1o Yorkrakine and make
inguiries.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I again
ask the hon, member for a specific instance.
The Bill deals with water supplies on a
mueh larger seale and of a mueh more per-
manent character 1han suggested by Mr.
Hamersley and Mr. Baxter, Too much
notice chould mnot he taken of their argn-
‘ments,

Hon. H. A, STEMHENSON: Mr. Hun-
ersley’s statements regarding the laying of
pipes surprise me. The amendment refers
to sufficient quantities of water, and the
varying diameters of pipes have no bear-
ing on that aspect. The farmers ave not re-
sponsible for the layving of the pipes,
and the matter should be inquired into at
onee. Probably it could be righted speedily.
Obviously it is impessible to zet 2 inches of
water through a one inch pipe.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: I have been
asked for the autherity for my statements,
and T will quote a letter regarding the Bull-
fineh sapply. That supply comes off the
Coolgardie water scheme main, The sub-
jeet has been inquired into previously, and
1 do not know hut that in some instanees
the mistake has been rectified.

Hon. H. A. Stephenson:
thing going on now?

Hon, V. HAMERSLEY: Of course it is.
Ts there not enourh trouble with the Main
Roads ‘Board? When inland towns want
water supplies, setters along the route who
have their own supplies, and who have never
turned on a tap, are caught and charged
rates. This Bill will effeet something of the
same nature. T have here a letter from Mr,
Rrear, of Yilgarn, stating that the Yilgarn
Road Board are arranging a deputation on
the =ubjeet hut that before the deputation
is finalized it inight be well if some mention
were made in the Hoose of the requirements
of the district. The lelter continues—

The precent water supply is ahsolutely in-
atequate far the peevirements of the distriet.
The stamdpive ot Bullfinelh is rushed in the
varly hours of the morning, and moeh fime is
wastod Vv the settlers in waiting to get their
tanks {illed,

Is the sawme

M. Brear mentions that he left his farm
at half-past five one morning and has his
tank under the standpipe by seven o’clock,
bt that he was still there when the «¢hildren
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were going to school at 9 o’cloek. The letter
eoncludes—

You will see from this faet that although the

tap was turned full on, it took some two hours
to fill the tank,
I[f that is what can happen under this mag-
nificent scheme, we are justified in asking
that some safeguard shonld be furnished for
the settlers, Those who come from miles
around will have to pay their rates and
waste time in getting water.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: I am astonished
at the attitude of the Honorary Minister.
It the motion moved by the Chief Sveretary
is carried, the Bill will be made to apply,
or will be capable of being made to apply,
to any wells and tanks of any =ize what-
ever. That is clear, for no speeific size of
those works is mentioned. And it must be
remeinhered that there have been sunk hy
the Public Works Department hundreds of
wells that have proved yank duffers. In one
distriet alone eleven such wells were put
own., T am surprised at the Minister tak-
ing up the attitude that a well or tank has
lo bhe of n eertnin eapaecity.

Hon., W. T. GLASHEEN: The whole
misunderstanding has been due to the word-
ing of the Bill. How ridiculous it would be
to apply the provision to small tanks and
wells. The Chiet Sceretary has said that it
wits never intended lo apply it to them, If
it were so, then any small supply that migh
he lifted inte a tank by a windmill would
present all the anomalies mentioned by Mr.
IEamerslex.  But it was never intended to
appiy the measure to small supplies. What
it will be applied (o are the more ambitious
schemes, where waler is gravitated from a
rock eatchment iuto a reservoir and thenee
conducted away by pipes. The whole mis-
understanding has heen due to the wording
of the Bill.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am grow-
ing tired of impressing hon. members that
the Bill does not aponly to small tanks and
welle, What the Governmenl propose is to
construet larwe water supplies eapable of
meeting the requirements of settlers in a
distriet, many of whom fo-day are earting
water for 20 miles and bringing it by train
at a eoxt of €2 por 1,000 zallons. From
what Mr. Hamersley has told us this after-
noon, we ean realise what will happen if
the amendment is insisted upon and eventu-
ally passed.
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Hon A, 4. H. Baw: Apparently the coun-
try members do not want the Bill.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: It would
lovk like that. It will relieve the fzaneial
problems of the Government if the Bill is
not passed.  We do not want to force it
o the agvienktural community.  Only last
week 1 ware alarming ficures as to the
ameunt spent on agricultural water sup-
plies, and I then explained that requesis
for more were still coming in. Judged from
previous experience, if the amendment be
iu~izsted upon and passed, a water area will
he constituted and then there will he the pro-
tost that the supply is not eapable of mect-
ine the reasonable requirements of the
sottlers, and that protest will he fortified
by all sorts of evidence, Tn those cireum-
atanee< it is not to he expected that the
Government will spend hundreds of thons-
ands of pounds in providing supplies, m-
lens the inlerests of the taxpaver arve safe-
vuarded.

Hon. €. F. Baxter: Do yvon say the Bill
eould not he applied to small welis or tanks?

The CHIEF SECRETARY : It could be,
hat what Government would make it apply ?
Tt is a ridiculons snewrestion.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: If we were Lo
strike oud those words which have been in-
serted in Clawse 2, it would wean restoring
the very words that were objected to. T be-
lieve the Chief Secretary when he savs it is
not intended to include the small water sup-
plies,

Hon. V. Hamerslev:
that in the Bill?

Hon. J. XTCITOLSOXN : it the words that
were izerted here and objected to in another
place he ~truek out, we immediately  re-
inmert the very words that save ri=e to all
the previous eontroversy.  Any assnrance the
Chief Secretary mayv eive us would not pro-
tect the nnfortunate ~cttler. It the Govern-
ment or a board fonnd they were in need of
monex, and had the power to impoxe a rate
in respect of the sapply of water, they
wonld imvose that rate.  The Chief Secre-
tarvs as<awance would not have the foree
of law, mnd would not afford the protection
the amondinent would give.  So we should
have ~ome ~afeenard.  Tf it were possible
to provide for the rea<onshle requirements
i the uersnns raierd. it wonld he a zood
thirre, It T ean zee the diffienlty explained
YWy the Chief Serretnry. ®p T snwzest for

Well,

why not puot

2105

bis consideration that we leave in the clause
as amended, but also amend the wording by
inserting the words “in constructing works"
Lefure e words ~providing a water sup-
ply" Weo <hall then dispose of the contro-
versial wordy “suliicient eapacity to supply

the  seasmuable  requarements  of the rate-
pivers,”
The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am in-

elined 1o acree with the previous speaker.
The word- to which | object are those in-
sorted by Mr. Hamersley “of snfficient
capaeity to supply the reasonahle require-
ment= of the Tatepayers”

The CHATRMAN : T would point out that
the effvet of agrecing to the Chief Secre-
tary’s motion will he to veinstate the follow-
ine words—*“Whenever wells, tanks, and
other similar waterworks have been or may
hereafter he provided by the Department of
Public Works in agrieultural or other areas.”

Progress 1cported.

House adjourned at 6.3 p.m,

Aegislative Hosembly,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 130
p-m.. and read peavers.

QUESTION—LAND SOUTH OF
NORSEMAN,

Mr. C. P, WANSBROUVGH (for Mr.
Thomsen? asked the Minister for Land-x:
In view of the I'ress statement that the
Trustees of the darienlturnl Bank have re-



